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Alex and Minnie Anderson, Parents of Petra Klug
Prairie Profile, Bowman County Pioneer (Bowman, ND) in 1995 or 1996

By Bernie Hoth 

Transcribed by Danielle Skjelver.  I have added the corrections to the article that Petra Klug wrote in the margins. 

Alex Anderson came to Langberg township in Bowman County on June 2, 1908.  He and Herman Johnson arrived in Griffin by train.  Alex filed on the SE1/3 of Section 11, 129-104 and Herman filed on the SW1/4 or Section 12, 129/104.  They went back to Minnesota to get their supplies.  Herman’s family came along.  His wife Petrina and children Henry, Marie and Leona came to Griffin with Alex in the passenger train while Herman and his oldest son, Carl came in the immigrant car with the cattle, sheep, horses and chickens.  


The first home of the Herman Johnson family was a dug out in the side of a hill until lumber could be brought out from Rhame to build a house.  The parents, Herman and Petrina slept in a three quarter size bed with the baby and the children slept on the trunks.  They carried the trunks out every morning to make room in the dugout to walk, then they were brought in the same night for sleeping.  One night a big rain caved in a wall of the dug out onto the children.  


There were no fences so Marie and Henry herded the livestock while Carl and Herman hauled the lumber for the house.  One day the livestock ran away and it was three weeks before they were found near Medicine Hills south of Griffin.  When the children were herding the livestock they saw many rattlesnakes, bird nests and found a nest of speckled prairie chicken eggs.  They took the prairie chicken eggs home for food and found that they were delicious.


A mare they had brought with them from Minnesota lost her colt before birth from the heavy draft work.  Then she died so they hitched one of the cows with the remaining horse to plow the garden and fields and to get the water.  The water was hauled in a barrel on a stone boat from Rancher Armstrong’s creek about a mile away.  They hauled water for three years.  They dug 15 wells before they found one with enough good water to supply the house and livestock.


An overturned wagon was used for a chicken coop.  It wasn’t easy to gather the eggs but they managed.  The chickens were protected anyway.  


The Johnson house, one large room with an upstairs was finished during the summer and fall of 1908.  The family moved in before winter.  Another room and a porch were built on later.  They had many parties and dances in the large room.  Neighbors from many miles away would come to the Johnson’s for their parties and dances.  There were no theatres or television and very few radios, if any, so they made their own entertainment.  When we think about6 the radios, television, theatres and computers of the present day, we realize this is really the century of invention.


Petra’s grandfather Pederson and her uncle Helmer came out by immigrant car on the train early in the spring of 1909.  They lived with the Johnsons until they got their houses built.  Petra’s mother, Minnie Pederson and Grandma Pederson came out the same year.  Minnie worked at the Rhame hotel until she married Alex Anderson on New Years Day in 1911.


Minnie filed on the S1/2 of the NW1/4 of Section 11, 129-104, 80 acres as that was all that was left to file on.  Grandpa Pederson filed on the NW1/4 of Section 13, 129-104.  Uncle Helmer homesteaded the NE1/4 of Section 14, 129-104.  


Alex built his shack on his homestead and also built one on Minnie’s land and helped build Grandpa Pederson’s.  Later Alex moved his shack next to Minnie’s so they had a comfortable two-room house.


Every quarter of land south of the Milwaukee railroad except sections 16 and 36 had been granted to homesteaders.  Sections 16 and 36 were reserved for school sections.  There was a homestead on almost every quarter of land.  Young women and eligible bachelors settled much of the land.  Many of them became husband and wife.  There may still be some who remember many practical jokes they played on one another and the many wonderful times they had at each other’s homestead shacks.  


There were prairie fires, sickness and death, runaways and accidents, but everyone was a good neighbor, helping out whenever the need r=arose.  If it hadn’t been for the kindness and consideration shown one another, a lot of the homesteaders wouldn’t have made it.  They were a hardy lot, they had to be, but there is a limit to what anyone could go through.


Minnie Anderson used to bake bread for many of the bachelors who lived near them.  Some of these were John Thompson, George Rohan, Louie Larson and Olaf Christianson.  Agnes, the oldest of the Anderson girls and Petra received many gifts of dolls and candy from these bachelors.  That was their way of thanking Mrs. Anderson.  


There were many children in the community at one time.  The township operated two schools. Later there was only one and the children had to ride the school wagon.  Marie Jorgenson was Petra’s first teacher.  Later there was Florence Hansey, Evelyn Christianson, later Mrs. Ed Arithson, Helen Hanson Wick, Margaret Allie and Selma Siverson Gunderson.  Margie Schaaf taught the Langberg school for many years, but that was in later years.  The Langberg school has since been closed.  Most of the country schools are closed now.  It was sad to see them close but that is the way of progress.


When Agnes started school she couldn’t talk English.  Norwegian was the language spoken at home and that is what she learned.  In the German communities they spoke German, so their children did too.  When the children learned English in school they usually forgot the Norwegian or German.  When their parents talked about something they didn’t want the children n to hear, they would speak in their native tongue.  Usually some of the children would remember their native language so the parents didn’t get by with as much as they thought they did.  It would often come back to haunt them later.


Some of the Anderson girls’ school mates were the Skare girls, the N.W. Peterson children, Nels Rierson boys, Serene & Newton Nelson, the Siverson children, Merril, Edna, Arthur and Lucille Pederson, Leona and Mathilda Johnson, Vernon Fossum and the John Carlson children.  Later the Joe Holocek children, Conrad Larson children, Wallace Thompson’s boys, Fred Stricherz girls, the Harry Schaaf children and Kathleen and Kenny Bakken, Tudies children.


Agnes stayed with Siversons and went to school with them the first two years of school.  Her teachers were Olny Treat and Mamie West (Chet’s sister).  Early playmates of Agnes were the Carl Anderson children, Ralph and Lawrence.  Ralph is Marlene Ruppert’s father.  The Carl Andersons then lived on the Armstrong Ranch.  They were Alex Anderson’s closest neighbors.  Later Ole and Mandy Bakken lived there.  Knute, their son, whom they called Tudie and still do, was Agnes constant companion.  Agnes called him “Dilly” and Mandy, she called  “Dilly Mamma.”


There were many bounteous meals and happy community affairs at the Armstrong ranch when Ole and Mandy lived there.  Mandy was a good cook and a jolly person.  She liked to laugh and she kept her guests laughing most of the time.  After the big log house was torn down or fell down, Ole and Mandy built a new one.  It was a still a favorite place to go.


There were several homes in the neighborhood that Petra liked to visit and stay for several days at a time if she could.  They were the Oscar Edbergs, Paul Olsons and Pete Mondery.  Mrs. Edberg made jello for Petra because she knew Petra liked it so well.  Mrs. Olson baked cupcakes for her.  The boys brought home little bunnies they found in the field for Petra to play with.  They died from too much loving and petting.  Then Petra would have a funeral for them.


Mondreys had a daughter who was much older than Petra but Petra used to like to go there and lay with her dolls.  She had so many beautiful dolls.  AT milking time the Mondery girl would give Petra a ride on one of the favorite cows if her mother wasn’t around to see it.  Mrs. Mondrey used white tablecloths and white napkins for every meal.  Petra had to be very careful not to spill her milk or food on it.


The Andersons used to play with the Scare girls who were their age.  After a warm summer shower, they would play nude in the puddles splashing and have lots of fun.  


About the only way they could get around was by wagon, buggy, horseback or on foot because very few people had cars.  Those that did, used them only for long trips to town and church.  Gas wasn’t as expensive as it is now but it was harder to get and it was an extra item they would have to buy.


Their saddle horses were usually friendly.  Trixie a bay mare Alex had bought from Painters in 1923 or 24 had a little mare colt they called Topsy.  She had frost bitten ears.  She was evidently born out on the prairie in the wintertime.  Trixie was very frisky but she was the favorite when they herded cattle.  She was too tall for Petra to get on so she would lead her to get a side hill or fence and get on her there.  She lived to be 22 years old.  


Alex bought an Overland car in the early 20s.  That was a great day.  When Alex would go to town for groceries one of the girls would go along.  She would always have a nickel to spend on a n ice cream cone at Ahlness Drug.  Alex usually took another neighbor along so he could get his supplies too.  Because there were so few cars, the roads were mostly wagon and buggy trails.  It was almost as bumpy riding in the car as it was a wagon or buggy but it was faster.  The cars could go about 20 miles an hour, almost.  A buggy or wagon took much longer.  


The Anderson girls all went to Rhame High school and graduated there.  When Petra was out of school she worked at different places doing housework to earn enough money for tuition to go to Aberdeen Business College.  She worked at Ed Arithson’s, Ole Svendby’s, Carl and Bert Olson’s.  When she graduated from college she worked at the Derby Land Company.  It was in the building that the Downtown Motel is in now.  She worked there for three years.  In June of 1937 she went to work at the Farmers Union Oil Company until she married Bruno Klug in the fall of 1941.  She moved to his farm north of Scranton and has lived there ever since.


Petra and Bruno had three children, two girls and a boy, Bonnie, Linda and Dale.  Bonnie is married and lives in Pelican Rapids, Minnesota.  She is a teacher.  She has three daughters.  Linda lives at Lake Havasu City, Arizona.  She has a boy and a girl.  She is a substitute teacher.  Dale lives on the farm and farms with his mother.  


Alex and Minnie moved to Vancouver, Washington in 1940.  Alex died in 1970 at 84 years of age and Minnie died in 1976 at 96 years of age.  Agnes lives in Vancouver, Washington.  She had five children.  Her husband died of a heart attack when the youngest child was about two years old.  Hazel was married, she didn’t have any children.  She and her husband worked at a sugar plant in Manteca, California.  Hazel was five stories up when someone accidentally tripped the elevator that she was on and she fell five stories and was killed.  Eleanor lives on Whidbey Island at Coupeville, Washington


Bruno died on June 22, 1975.  Petra stayed on the farm.  


As Petra looks back, she thinks about the Pioneer days as mostly a period in their youth related to them and others who lived at that time.  Even so, Petra said she was born about ten or fifteen years too late to fully appreciate the struggle and the camaraderie the pioneers had.  She remembers some of it but it is mostly what her parents told her.


Living on a homestead and struggling through those years may seem exciting and romantic to some, sort of like in a western movie we see today.  But it was mostly hard work, often tragedy and worry about how to feed and protect the family.  They seldom complained.  They took everything as it came because they knew the other homesteaders were going through the same thing.


Think about living in a homestead shack in weather like we have here in the winter, no insulation in the house.  They hadn’t started to use insulation at that time.  They just had siding and often tarpaper covering the outside, heating with buffalo or cow chips and coal.  We can realize how lucky we are to live in these modern times.  


It was a struggle and it took hardy, determined people to tame this land.  We owe our ancestors a debt of gratitude.

