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One Hundred Years of Memories

Former Rolette County Resident Hits The Century Mark

The Star, November 4, 2002

By Lyndsay Gunville for The Star 

Transcribed for Genealogy and History by Danielle Mead Skjelver. I have added Annabelle’s corrections.   If you have corrections, contributions, or questions, please e-mail the webmaster at genealogyandhistory@skjelver.us
In the past 100 years, numerous events have shaped the lives of many people.  These events include such things as Ford introducing the model-T in 1908, the Titanic sinking in 1912, and the wreck being found in 1985, in 1920, women getting the right to vote, in 1932 Amelia Earhardt flying solo across the Atlantic, Pearl Harbor being attacked by Japan in 1941, DNA being discovered in 1953, John F. Kennedy’s assassination in 1963, abortion being legalized in 1973 and the United States being under terrorist attack on September 11, 2001.  There have been plenty of other significant historical events since 1902 and there is a woman who has been here for them all.

On November 6, Selma “Annabelle” Shelver will be celebrating her 100th birthday.  Shelver is a native to the Rolette County area.  Born in Bottineau, Shelver was the oldest of four girls.  When she was a child, her family moved to Tioga, where she lived until she was in the eighth grade.  Shelver recalls many different things from her past including when she was very young and just starting school.  When she was 7 years old, she rode on the train to Bottineau from Tioga all by herself to stay with her cousin and attend a summer school.  “I was so scared because I was so small.  My cousin was supposed to meet me in Minot on a certain day but changed to the next day and we didn’t get the letter until I was on my way.  So the man in the ticket booth had to help me,” stated Shelver, recalling the train ride.

In the fall, she returned home to her family and started her first year of school in the country.  Shelver had to stay with neighbors during the week because her family’s farm was too far away from the school for her to walk every day.  She would go home on weekends.  Then another school was built that was closer to her farm and she got to stay home while finishing school up to the 8th grade.  After she graduated from the 8th grade, she went to stay with relatives in Fargo to attend high school there.  She graduated four years later and went back home to Tioga.  

When Shelver was a child, her mother had been a seamstress, but when she went away to high school, Shelver’s mother opened a café in which Shelver worked for a few years after high school.  She also helped out on the farm, for she loved the animals and riding horse.

At about this time, she got her first chance at driving.  Her father had gotten a Ford while she was in Fargo and she was not allowed to drive it.  One day he left the keys in it while he was in the field, so she took it for a test drive.  Shelver recalls starting the engine and taking the Ford out into a field and spinning cookies.  “And that’s how I learned to drive, “ Shelver stayed with a chuckle.

In about 1926, Shelver got wind of a job opening at Security State Bank in Dunseith and took the opportunity.  At that time there were two gentlemen from Minneapolis who owned the bank.  After a few years, Shelver then worked under William Campbell when he took over in 1934.  

Shelver got her nickname after she started working at the bank.  She remembers meeting a woman walking down the street.  The woman asked Shelver, who was at that time Selma Lea, if she would like to meet her son, Jack Hosmer.  The mother introduced Shelver as Miss Lea and Jack replied, “Well nice to meet you Miss Annabelle Lee.”  He said this because of the popular song at that time, Miss Annabelle Lee, by Ted Weems.  The nickname Annabelle simply stuck with her and even her mother started calling her Annabelle.

In 1928, Glen Shelver became the pharmacist at the Horseman Pharmacy in Dunseith.  Glen and Selma then met and dated for a while, before eloping in 1929.  The Shelvers and two other couples went to Crookston, Minnesota where they wouldn’t have to wait to get married.  On couple she was with was very concerned about keeping their marriage a secret because the woman was a teacher.  At that time, teachers were not allowed to be married.  The Shelvers kept their marriage a secret for about a month and then finally told their friends and family.

The Shelvers had two sons, Barry and David, now of South Bend, Indiana and Lake Havasu City, Arizona.  Her son Barry stated that his first recollections of his mother were when just the two of them would travel to Tioga to see his Grandmother Lea, Selma’s mother.  “We would go out to her garden ad pick peas together.  I’ll always remember that.  I still love peas to this day,” remembered Barry.  Selma Shelver then worked at the bank until 1942 and then she went to work at the pharmacy with her husband.  They sold the pharmacy in 1972.  Glen Shelver passed away in 1985.

In Shelver’s younger years, she loved to play bridge and golf.  She also loved gardening, riding horse and helping out in the field.  She is still a charter member of the Luther Church of Dunseith.  Shelver also likes to embroider, a craft she just learned in the past couple years.  She embroiders dishtowels with she donates to the Metigoshe Bible Camp auction each year.  

Shelver’s view on world events in the past couple years stands at disappointment.  When asked about what she thought about the 9-11 events, she said she felt awful.  “It’s just terrible about what happened.  They (the terrorists) should suffer,” stated Shelver.  She also said she didn’t think much about the hoopla of Y2K.  She believed everything would be just fine.

Selma Shelver attributes her longevity to a lifetime of good health.  “I’ve had very good health all my life, for which I’m very thankful.  I’ve only had one small surgery,” said Shelver.

It sounds like more than good health that has kept her going all these years.  She has a loving family with four grandchildren and six great-grandchildren and an incredibly positive outlook on life.

