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The Bernard Klug Pioneers
Slope County Saga

The Bernard Klug family came from Wausau, Wisconsin, to Slope County, North Dakota, in April 1909.  they brought with them their worldly belongings, consisting of household goods, a wagon and buggy, a team of horses, a cow that had to be milked three times a day, and sacks of feed oats.  The grain sacks provided a hiding place for Bruno, Bernard’s nine year old son, and a young man who stowed away in the emigrant car, but the young man was discovered at Hettinger and made to get off there.  The next day after their arrival at Scranton, Bernard and his son put the wagon together and with a load of their possessions drove out to Stillwater, which was a little inland town at that time – the ice on the Caron Creek was still solid enough to carry the horses and the wagon. 

Bernard Klug had been advised by his brother, August, who was a land salesman, to purchase a railroad quarter section of land, the NE ¼ of 17, in Mineral Springs Township, and he did buy it in  1908 before coming out to this new land.  However, when his wife, Bertha, and the two younger children, Lydia and Herbert, arrived by passenger train a few days after the emigrant car, they all went to Stillwater and worked at the hotel there for a few months, until August Klug and his family came out and took over the management of the hotel, which was owned by Joe Carter, who also had a cattle ranch across the road from the hotel.  C.C. Weems, son-in-law of Joe Carter, operated a grocery store in Stillwater during this time.

In the fall of 1909, the Bernard Klug family moved to a sod house on what is now known as the Fred Kleeman place.  There they farmed the land until the fall of 1911, when Bernard and his son, Bruno, went up to take care of Joe Martin’s cattle while Joe was gone that winter.  There was a little homestead shack on this land, the SE ¼ of 8, in Mineral Springs Township, where they kept house and Bruno went to school.  Bernard’s wife and two children, Lydia and Herbert, had gone back to Wisconsin for the winter and Lydia went to school there.

It was on a cold winter day in 1911-12 when Bernard and  his son were batching that they went for a sled load of lignite coal west of what is now Highway No. 85, somewhere along the county line.  The days were short and the weather bitter cold so when they got back to Chenoweth to warm up, it was almost dark.  By the time, they finally reached Joe Martin’s shack, Bruno’s feet were so cold he couldn’t feel them anymore.  While Bernard took care of the horses, Bruno stirred up the fire and in a short while he was squealing with pain.  Both feet were frozen and the one foot, especially became just black.  Of course, his feet were so puffed and swollen, he couldn’t wear shoes so shuffled around for many weeks in overshoes.  When they finally did go to see Dr. Murray in Scranton, he amputated one big toe at the first joint with his jack knife!  Bruno was lucky to have feet at all after such an ordeal.

In the spring of 1912, when Mrs. Klug, Lydia and Herbert came back from Wisconsin, the family moved to what is now known as the Adam Messer place, the homestead of Frank Griffith, the SW ¼ 8-133-100.  They lived here and farmed the land for the years of 1912 and 1913.  

Gust Larson, who was a carpenter by trade, built a long, low building for the Klugs in the fall of 1912 on the land Bernard had purchased in 1908.  this building was originally planned for a granary but was used for that purpose only the winter of 1912.  it became the living quarters of the Klug family in 1913 and continued to be their home until 1952 when a new home was built.  A daughter, Gertrude, was born here in September 1913.

Four other children were born to Bertha and Bernard Klug, Arthur in 1917, twin daughters in 1919 who died in infancy, and Gerald in 1922.  Bertha continued to live on the farm with her sons after the death of her husband in August, 1927.  Bruno and Herbert farmed the land and kept the family together.  When Bruno married in 1941, his mother moved to Bowman and lived there until her death in 1965.  

All of the Klug children except Bruno attended school at the Mineral Springs two-room school, which was two miles from their home, wand which had been built in 1918, after the little school house on the hill east h ad mysteriously burned one warm night in June when the whole community was attending a movie in Mineral Springs.  John Silvius, son of A.J. Silvius was on of the first teachers.   Mrs. Charles Kelner taught the 1909-10 term and part of the 1910-11 term.  In the early years, they went to school with horse and buggy.  Many times in the winter they had to go home in a blizzard.  Sometimes it was so bad the horse took them home unguided.

When the Bernard Klug family came to North Dakota, they attended services at the Scranton Lutheran Church, but later transferred to a little country church at DeSart, ND.  They drove to church to Scranton every Sunday with a team and buggy but went to DeSart by car, first with a 1916 Dodge touring car, and later a Star Sedan and in 1926 a Nash.  


The flu epidemic hit the Mineral Springs area in March, 1919.  The whole Klug family was down with it at the same time, except Lydia, who was only 14 a the time, but she took care of them all, did the chores, and got groceries and supplies from the Mineral Springs store with horse and buggy.  Everyone was in bed for about two weeks and then was so weak afterwards.  Oranges were the only food that did not taste rotten!!

Bernard was a butcher by trade, which he had learned in Germany before coming to America.  Bertha Klug was also born in Germany but came over with her parents when a very young child.  Before her marriage Bertha was a dressmaker, and both daughters and Bruno’s wife to sew.  She brought a Singer sewing machine with her from Wisconsin and it is still being used to mend tarps, canvas and other heavy materials in the Bruno Klug home.

Bruno and Herbert are now both deceased, also Herbert’s wife, the former Marion Breckenridge of Reeder; Herbert and Marion had two children.  The daughter, Leona Mae, lives at Hazen, ND with her husband, Ed Shimmin, and three children, Dana, Lynn and Gail.  Their son, Eugene, married a Selfridge, ND girl, and they now live in Selby, SD where Eugene is a music teacher in the school system there.  They have two daughters, Vicky and Janine.

Bruno passed away in June, 1975.  His son, Dale, operates the farm that had been Bruno’s home for more than sixty years.  Bruno’s wife, the former Petra Anderson of the Rhame country, is a daughter of Alex P. Anderson, who homesteaded in Langberg township, Bowman County, ND in 1910.  Petra continues to live on the farm with the son, Bruno and Petra also h ad two daughters; Bonnie lives at Pelican Rapids, MN with her husband Jon McGregor, who is a math teacher, and two little daughters, Jennifer and Beth.  Linda, the youngest daughter is married to Dave Shelver, an anesthetist at Rugby, ND.  They have two children, Jeffrey and Jaque.  

Lydia met and married Ben Willems at Missoula, MT in April 1927.  They lived on a farm in Bowman County for many years but now have a home in bowman.  They have two children, Gary, married to the former Norma Downing, and Delores, married to Buddy Harris of 29 Palms, CA.  Gary and Norma live at Fredricksburg, VA and have two little boys, Michael and jay.  Delores and Buddy have three children, Marilyn, Wayne, and Jimmy.

Gertrude married Ervin Boxeth of Bowman I 1937 and they had three daughters, Jule, Sharon and Bernadine.  Ervin passed away in 1963.  Gertrude is now married to Leroy Nelson and lives on a farm near Red Wing, MN.  Jule is married to Tom Trode of Mitchell, SD, and they have three children, Lynette, Shane and LeRae.  Sharon lives at Aberdeen, SD, with her husband Wilbert Goldammer, and three children, Donny, Dianne, and Christy.  

Bernadine is married to Reverend Ted Dockter, of Napoleon, OH, and they have two children, Nathan and Cheryl.  

Both Arthur and Gerald served their country in WWII, Arthur in the Army and Gerald in the navy.  Art married a Texas girl, Elnora, and they have two children, Sandra and Rodney.  Sandra is married to Steve Gaschk, and all live at Tacoma, WA.  Gerald is married to a Spiritwood, ND girl, Shirley, and they now live and Longmont, CO.  They have an adopted son, Jay.  


Many wonderful friendships were formed during these years.  Neighbors who were also pioneers were:  August Brauns, August Davidson, John Olsons, Alfred Moors, Henry Steyers, William Bells, Otto Grentzes, Joe Trhliks, Frank Dilses, Henry Bublitzes, Andrew Johnsons, and Charley Kelners.  In spite of all the heartaches and hardships, such as prairie fires, the grasshoppers, the hail storms, the droughts, the blizzards, and the serious accidents and illnesses, there were also many joys and blessings that came to those who continued to live in this new and wonderful land.
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The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me besdie the still waters.  He restoreth my soul.  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake…  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.  thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; Thou sanointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over… Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the day sof my life; and I will dwell in the houes of the Lord forefer….. 

