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Surviving Portions of a Letter From Helen Orcutt Wilson to Her Daughter Joan Elizabeth Wilson

Typed verbatim. This letter was probably written in the summer of 1992.  The references to places are in Sioux City, Iowa, unless otherwise specified.  3429 and 3400 are on Nebraska Street. Joan Elizabeth was the oldest daughter; Nancy Florence the second daughter; and Sarah Jane (Sally) was the third.   Sally was born in November (I believe the 6th) to give you an idea of the timeframe of the trip to Citronella.   Ghaki was what Florence Waters Orcutt’s grandchildren called her.  She was Helen’s mother.  Grandpa O was Robert William Orcutt, Florence’s husband.  Berta was Granny’s sister, Florence and Robert’s daughter.  Priscilla must be Berta’s daughter.  Rob is Helen’s grandson.  Rachael is his 3rd child and only daughter.  They have two boys as well, Ben and Alek.  The Rob Meads lived overseas for 20 years.  Sandra Balls Mead is from Wisbech, Cambs, U.K.  Gr. & Gr. Wilson were Frank Taplan (sometimes Taplin) Wilson and Kate Jenkins Wilson.  (Her Mother was a Mead.  This is where we get the Mead spoons on Mother’s side.) 

Was (am) a 50 yr. PEO Member – I looked at my pin & that’s what it says – init. 1942 -- just before or after we moved to 3429 Nebr – We had nite mtgs – every other one, which I didn’t like – we soon dropped most of the nite mtgs -- & then all of them when Sally was born.  You & Nancy & I were in Citronella, Alabama, with Ghaki & Grandpa O & Berta & “Priscilla” (Petilla Nancy called her.)  She was darling!  We had a nurse for a wk or 2 (white) & as I remember she was useless – but Petilla was wonderful – (Thanks for telling me about Rob & Rachael & all – Brussels is a huge city!  I wonder where they will live?  Does Rob have a house yet?  Perhaps educ. For Rob’s boys will be better in Eng. & Belgium than in U.S.?  especially in private schools.)


Back to your questions:  

Pete came down to Citronella for Christmas & we all went back on the train – (You kept losing a shoe & we wondered why you were making a racket? – ha!)  -- & soon found the shoe).


Let’s see – Nancy was born when we were on 1511 “Northview Terrace”  
up a block or so from Rebecca St. –That house had a great kitchen with dining nook & no dining room – we were on a hill.  I think you remember that – You stayed next door when Nancy was born – (Mrs. Mitchell) who had 2 small boys – (Willie was miffed – but hadn’t offered & Mrs. M. did.  Mrs. M. was delighted._ -- We had a garden full of potatoes – Pete’s garden – do you remember that?


Let’s see – before Rebecca St. we lived in a furnished house on W. 6th about 2 blocks from Gr. & Gr. Wilson’s – Our landlady had dyed very back hair – very unbecoming.  (I tho’t)


I must stop & do my “desk work” – my bills – more later –

I love you!

Mom 
